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BACKGROUND

This International Press Institute (IPI)
briefing highlights current press freedom
challenges in Senegal. Additionally, it sets
forth high-level recommendations on
promoting and protecting press freedom
and journalist safety.

The election in March 2024 of opposition candidate Bassirou Diomaye
Diakhar Faye as president offers an opportunity to highlight the need for
improvements in the protection of journalists and media freedom.

This International Press Institute (IP1) briefing highlights current
challenges faced by journalists in Senegal. Additionally, it sets forth high-
level recommendations on promoting and protecting press freedom and
journalist safety.

POLITICAL ENVIRONMENT

Pressure on journalists in Senegal increased in particular amid public
protests that started in May 2023. These protests followed the
sentencing of opposition leader Ousman Sonko to two years in prison
for “corrupting youth”. The protests led to the deaths of at least 16
people, while authorities detained hundreds of others.

Protests erupted again this year after President Macky Sall postponed
national elections originally scheduled for February 25. Senegal's
Constitutional Council later ruled the postponement unconstitutional
and the elections took place on March 24.

Journalists covering the election-related protests and the resulting
crackdown by security forces faced repression. The authorities also
blocked internet access twice in February. Meanwhile, coverage of the
March 24 vote was itself, fortunately, largely peaceful and safe for
journalists.



https://www.africanews.com/2023/06/01/senegal-opposition-figure-sonko-sentenced-to-two-years-in-prison-for-corrupting-young-peop//
https://apanews.net/senegal-appeal-against-ousmane-sonko-dropped/
https://www.bbc.com/afrique/articles/cv2qlqxpk44o
https://www.bbc.com/afrique/articles/cv2qlqxpk44o
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/senegal-constitutional-council-says-proposed-election-date-not-constitutional-2024-03-06/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2024/02/14/senegal-sall-sonko-wade-election-delay-ecowas/

OVERVIEW OF ATTACKS
AND RESTRICTIONS ON
JOURNALISTS

IPI's Africa program monitors attacks and restrictions
on journalists across Africa. For the period beginning
in January 2023, IPI documented an alarming number
of attacks and restrictions on journalists in Senegal.

The tally reflects an increase in such attacks amid political unrest and
protests. Incidents include the suspension of media outlets, physical
attacks on journalists, and arbitrary arrest and detention of reporters.
While state authorities are responsible for most of the reported
attacks, journalists have reported intolerance toward critical media
from both the government and members of opposition parties.

PRESS FREEDOM VIOLATIONS IN SENEGAL
For period January - December 2023
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Data on this page reflect period
January - December 2023

@& SOURCE OF INCIDENTS

State actor 100.00%

& BREAKDOWN BY TYPE OF STATE ACTOR
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[}] Download data
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Suspension of critical media

On several occasions, Senegal's media regulatory
body suspended Walf TV in response to coverage
critical of the state authorities. Regulators
suspended the broadcaster four times between
2021 and February 2024, including indefinitely
withdrawing its broadcasting license in the last
case. Authorities reversed the move on February
11 following local and international condemnation,
including by IPI.

In March 2022, the regulator suspended ZIK FM
and Sen TV over critical broadcasts on socio-
political issues.

In March 2021, it suspended SenTV and Walfadri TV
for what it said was “irresponsible” coverage of
protests taking place at the time. The frequency of
such suspensions suggests an effort to pressure
critical and independent media.
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https://walf-groupe.com/blog/category/politique/
https://www.pressafrik.com/Le-signal-de-Walf-tv-sera-retabli-ce-dimanche-a-20-h-suite-a-une-mediation_a268663.html
https://ipi.media/senegal-clampdown-on-media-internet-access-amid-election-delay-protests/
https://www.cnra.sn/do/decision-portant-suspension-de-la-diffusion-des-programmes-de-la-sen-tv-et-de-la-zik-fm/
https://ipi.media/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Senegal-ENG-resource_toolkit.pdf

Attacks on press
freedom have
soared amid anti-
government
protests, including
in February of this
year. Journalists
covering protests
have faced assault,
detention, and
threats. IPI
monitoring_
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Attacks on journalists

covering protests

For example, security forces arrested journalist
Sokhna Ndack Mbacke of the online news
platform Agora TV on February 4, while
reporting live on the protests. On February 5, a
group of gendarmerie officers harassed Hadiya
Talla, a journalist for the news site La Vallée
Info. He was forced to cease his live broadcast
from the protests in Dakar. Officers also seized
his phone. On February 9, security forces
assaulted Absa Hane, a journalist for the online
news outlet Seneweb, while covering the public
protests, reportedly knocking her briefly
unconscious.

Attacks on journalists have also occurred
outside of the protests. On February 28, an
unknown assailant attacked and stabbed
journalist Maimouna Ndour Faye of 7TV near
her home. Ndour Faye told IPI that she had
been receiving threats because of her work and
feared for her safety. On January 10, Babacar
Fall, editor-in-chief of the radio station RFM,
received a flood of messages and calls from
unknown individuals threatening his life. The
threats came after Fall's comments on President
Sall's opening speech at the International
Francophone Press Union conference.



https://www.womeninjournalism.org/threats-all/senegal-tv-presenter-maimouna-ndour-faye-stabbed-multiple-times
https://ipi.media/africa-media-monitoring-february-2024-threats-to-press-freedom-in-senegal-nigeria-and-kenya/
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Unlawful arrest and detention
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IPI documented several cases of journalists arrested or detained for
doing their jobs. In some cases, the detentions were short and
authorities released the journalists without charges. In other cases,
journalists remained in detention for longer periods, in some cases
until a February 2024 amnesty law. For instance, authorities detained
Cheikh Bara Ndiaye of Walfadjri TV on June 4, 2023 after he published
a statement - apparently not to the authorities’ liking - with
suggestions for ending the sociopolitical crisis. Nidaye was released
the next month.

In May 2023, authorities detained Maty Ndaye Niang, who works with
the investigative outlet Kéwoulo, after she criticized the government
on Facebook. That month, a court convicted her on six counts,
including “undermining public security” and “usurpation of the
function of a journalist”. She was released following the February 2024
amnesty law alongside five other detained journalists. Meanwhile,
Pape Sane of Walf TV was arrested and later released in November
2023 over a Facebook post on the dismissal of a high-ranking officer
from the security services. Authorities arrested Pape Alé Niang of
Dakar Matin twice in November 2022 and once again in July 2023. The
arrests were in connection with his publications on the arrest of
opposition leader Ousman Sonko.

A

Additionally, authorities arrested Serigne Saliou Gueye of the daily
newspaper Yoor Yoor in May 2023. He was released in June 2023
alongside Pape Ndiaye of Walf TV. Ndiaye was arrested in March 2023
over his comments on Sonko. Authorities detained, and later released,
journalist Babacar Toure of online news outlet Kewoulo in April 2023
over a story the authorities considered “false news".

A
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https://www.bbc.com/afrique/articles/ce97e3j5e25o
https://www.dakaractu.com/Tribunal-de-Dakar-Cheikh-Bara-Ndiaye-obtient-une-liberte-provisoire_a236138.html
https://ipi.media/senegal-authorities-must-release-journalist-maty-ndaye-niang-and-two-columnists/
https://www.mfwa.org/issues-in-focus/senegal-six-journalists-arrested-over-ministers-defamation-complaint/
https://www.seneweb.com/news/Societe/place-en-garde-a-vue-ce-qui-est-reproche_n_425583.html
https://ipi.media/senegal-ipi-calls-for-release-of-journalist-pape-ale-niang/
https://ipi.media/senegal-journalist-pape-ale-niang-detained-for-the-third-time/
https://www.dakaractu.com/Justice-Les-journalistes-Pape-Ndiaye-et-Serigne-Saliou-Gueye-liberes-sous-controle-judiciaire_a234788.html?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter
https://www.senenews.com/actualites/multimedia/video/actualite-video/place-en-garde-a-vu-les-avocats-du-journaliste-babacar-toure-lancent-un-gros-coup-de-gueule_442932.html

Internet shutdowns

‘- Since 2021, Senegal has experienced a growing trend of internet
shutdowns. Authorities have shut down the internet five times during
that period. These restrictions seriously impact media freedom, free
expression, and access to information as well as the rights of
assembly and association.

=)

‘_ For example, authorities blocked access to the internet in June 2023
during public demonstrations following the sentencing of Sonko. The
minister of communications claimed that the shutdown was
necessary to prevent the spread of hatred and violence.

The government also shut down mobile internet on July 31, 2023 and

t‘ blocked TikTok on August 2 amid protests related to the opposition
leader. The most recent mobile internet shutdown occurred in
February 2024 in response to the protests over the election
postponement.

Laws undermining media freedom %?

—

In December 2023, IPI published a toolkit on tools and frameworks
for defending media freedom in Senegal. The toolkit also highlighted
several existing legal provisions that undermine media freedom.
These include provisions in the criminal code such as Article 254 on
insulting the head of state, Article 80 on disrupting public order, and
Article 255 on the dissemination of false information. Meanwhile,
local press watchdogs have described the country’s Press Code as a
Sword of Damocles over the profession, potentially leading to self-
censorship. The code contains over 50 articles carrying sanctions.

Download
* Press Freedom in Senegal: National, Regional,

and Global Frameworks - Resource Toolkit
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https://pulse.internetsociety.org/shutdowns?search=senegal#events
https://ipi.media/ipi-condemns-recent-internet-shutdowns-and-mobile-network-disruptions-in-mauritania-guinea-and-senegal/
https://ipi.media/ipi-joins-global-civil-society-coalition-condemning-internet-shutdowns-in-senegal/
https://ipi.media/senegal-clampdown-on-media-internet-access-amid-election-delay-protests/
https://ipi.media/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Senegal-ENG-resource_toolkit.pdf
https://www.mfwa.org/country-highlights/senegals-new-press-code-a-step-forward-two-steps-backwards/
https://ipi.media/ipi-publishes-new-toolkit-on-press-freedom-frameworks-in-senegal/
https://ipi.media/ipi-publishes-new-toolkit-on-press-freedom-frameworks-in-senegal/
https://ipi.media/ipi-publishes-new-toolkit-on-press-freedom-frameworks-in-senegal/
https://ipi.media/ipi-publishes-new-toolkit-on-press-freedom-frameworks-in-senegal/

@) 1P| RECOMMENDATIONS

The new Senegalese government must take action to
protect, restore, and defend press freedom and journalist
safety as pillars of democracy.

This action should include the following as high-level recommendations:

Stop the legal harassment and detention of critical
journalists.

Security forces must refrain from attacking or
harassing journalists.

Ensure journalists can report safely and freely on
public protests.

journalists and bring those responsible to justice.

Review and revise legal provisions limiting press
freedom and freedom of expression in line with
regional and international standards.

End the use of internet shutdowns to block access to
information of public interest. Senegal must respect
and uphold international and regional principles -
including those set forth in the African Declaration on
Internet Rights and Freedoms - on access to
information offline and online.

e Authorities must investigate all attacks on media and

International Press Institute (IPl) - @globalfreemedia - www.ipi.media @


https://ipi.media/

INTERNATIONAL PRESS
INSTITUTE (IPI)

IPlis a global network of editors, media
executives, and leading journalists.

Our mission is to defend media freedom
and support independent journalism
wherever they are threatened.

IPI Africa

Programme

DEFENDING PRESS FREEDOM AND
THE SAFETY OF JOURNALISTS

http://bit.ly/IPI_Africa

The IPI Africa Program supports and
advances press freedom and independent
journalism in Africa. Through this program,
we monitor and collect data on press
freedom threats and violations across the
continent, including threats to journalists’
safety as well as gendered attacks against
journalists both online and offline. We use
this data to carry out evidence-based
advocacy to hold states and other duty-
bearers accountable for their responsibilities
to protect press freedom and ensure that
journalists can carry out their work freely,
independently, and safely.
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