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Recent IPI Activity on Turkey

Observation of proceedings in the 2017 Cumhuriyet trial 

IPI and leading international free expression groups and professional organisations observed the 
initial week of proceedings in the trial targeting independent daily newspaper Cumhuriyet for 
allegedly lending support to terrorist groups. In a joint statement, delegates found that the case 
appeared to be a politically motivated effort to criminalise journalism and called for its dismissal.

2017 Press Freedom Mission and Declaration

IPI and five other leading international free expression groups conducted a press freedom mission to 
Istanbul and Ankara in late February and early March 2017 ahead of a referendum on constitutional 
changes to convert Turkey from a parliamentary to a presidential system. Delegates met with 
journalists and media facing unwarranted pressure; with detained journalists’ families and attorneys; 
and with civil society, opposition politicians and foreign diplomats.

Panel Discussion and Solidarity Event: “Turkey’s Media Under Siege”

IPI held a panel discussion and solidarity event titled “Turkey’s Media Under Siege” in Vienna in 
February 2017, where media lawyers and journalists from Turkey discussed current threats and 
challenges to journalism and freedom of expression in their country, as well as the potential impact 
of international solidarity and pressure by NGOs, governments and the EU.

#FreeTurkeyJournalists website

The #FreeTurkeyJournalists platform is an effort to promote and defend free expression in Turkey by 
calling for every journalist behind bars to receive due process and for the release of anyone detained 
for practicing journalism. Using available information, it allows IPI to present a profile of imprisoned 
journalists, including names and photos, a description of the case, and prison and trial information.

IPI Statements and Advocacy

IPI issues regular statements on media freedom developments in Turkey. Members and staff around 
the globe also have met with Turkish diplomats and with representatives of foreign governments and 
IGOS to stress the importance of pushing Turkey to uphold its human rights commitments.

IPI OnTheLine

Since 2015, IPI’s OnTheLine project has systematically monitored online harassment and digital 
attacks against journalists to develop guidelines to counter such behaviour and provide technical and 
legal responses to victims of digital attacks.

https://ipi.media/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/Joint-Statement-on-Cumhuriyet-Trial-FINAL.pdf
https://ipi.media/declaration-of-march-2017-joint-mission-to-turkey/
https://ipi.media/experts-voice-concern-as-turkeys-media-under-siege/
http://freeturkeyjournalists.com/
https://ipi.media/turkey/
http://bit.ly/IPI_OnTheLine
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International Human Rights Day

IPI joined free expression defenders in marking International Human Rights Day 2016 on 10 
December in Silivri, west of Istanbul, after police blocked them from delivering a statement in 
support of journalists behind bars at the entrance to the district’s massive high-security prison. 

Defamation Roundtable

In May 2016, IPI hosted an experts’ roundtable in Istanbul on the abuse of defamation and insult 
laws in Turkey, gathering leading editors, journalists, legal experts, lawyers, academics and press 
freedom activists to discuss how to reduce such abuse and/or mitigate its consequences.

Vigil of Hope

IPI and leading international free expression groups demonstrated outside of Silivri Prison in January 
2016 as part of a ‘Vigil of Hope’ to support then-imprisoned journalists Can Dündar and Erdem Gül.

2015 Press Freedom Mission and Report

IPI brought together a coalition of leading international free expression groups for a press freedom 
mission to Istanbul and Ankara in October 2015 ahead of parliamentary elections.

2015 Special Report

In March 2015, IPI’s special report ‘Democracy at Risk’ concluded that Turkish authorities’ failure to 
safeguard – and, in some cases, their steps to undermine – the right to share and receive information 
had led to serious deficiencies in the country’s democracy, placing its future at grave risk. The report 
is also available in Turkish.

http://bit.ly/IPI_HumanRightsDay2016
http://bit.ly/IPI_VigilofHope
file:///C:/Users/SEllis/Documents/Turkey/July%202017%20Visit/Media%20Advisory/bit.ly/IPI_2015TurkeyMission
http://bit.ly/IPI_TurkeySpecialReport2015
http://bit.ly/IPI_TurkeySpecialReport2015_TR

