
2017 CUMHURIYET TRIAL DEFENDANTS 
 

Editor-in-Chief Murat Sabuncu  
(imprisoned since Oct 2016) 

Charge: “helping an armed terrorist organization while not being a member” 

Possible sentence: 7.5 to 15 years in prison 

 
Publications Consultant & Columnist Kadri Gürsel  
(imprisoned since Oct 2016) 

Charge: “helping an armed terrorist organization while not being a member” 

Possible sentence: 7.5 to 15 years in prison 
 

Executive Board Chair/CEO Akın Atalay  
(imprisoned since Nov 2016) 

Charges: “helping an armed terrorist organization while not being a member”, 
“employment-related abuse of trust” 

Possible sentence: 11.5 to 43 years in prison 

 

Reporter Ahmet Şık  
(imprisoned since Dec 2016) 
Charges: “helping an armed terrorist organization while being a member” 

Possible sentence: 7.5 to 15 years in prison 

 

Printing Administrator Önder Çelik  
Charges: “helping an armed terrorist organization while not being a member”, 

“employment-related abuse of trust” 

Possible sentence: 11.5 to 43 years in prison 

 
Attorney Bülent Utku  
Charges: “helping an armed terrorist organization while not being a member”, 

“employment-related abuse of trust” 

Possible sentence: 9.5 to 29 years in prison 
 

Cartoonist Musa Kart  
Charges: “helping an armed terrorist organization while not being a member”, 

“employment-related abuse of trust” 
Possible sentence: 9.5 to 29 years in prison 

 

Foundation Board Member & Columnist Hakan Karasinir  
Charges: “helping an armed terrorist organization while not being a member”, 

“employment-related abuse of trust” 
Possible sentence: 9.5 to 29 years in prison 

 

  



Attorney Mustafa Kemal Güngör  
Charges: “helping an armed terrorist organization while not being a member”, 
“employment-related abuse of trust” 

Possible sentence: 9.5 to 29 years in prison 

 

Literary Supplement Editor Turhan Günay  
Charges: “helping an armed terrorist organization while not being a member”, 

“employment-related abuse of trust” 

Possible sentence: 8.5 to 22 years in prison 

 
Readers Representative & Columnist Güray Öz  
Charges: “helping an armed terrorist organization while not being a member”, 

“employment-related abuse of trust” 

Possible sentence: 8.5 to 22 years in prison 
 

Foundation Board Member & Columnist Hikmet Aslan Çetinkaya 
Charges: “helping an armed terrorist organization while not being a member”, 

“employment-related abuse of trust” 
Possible sentence: 9.5 to 29 years in prison 

 

Columnist Aydın Engin 
Charge: “helping an armed terrorist organization while not being a member” 

Possible sentence: 7.5 to 15 years in prison 
 

Financial Affairs Manager Bülent Yener  
Charge: “helping an armed terrorist organization while not being a member” 

Possible sentence: 7.5 to 15 years in prison 
 

Accounting Manager Günseli Özaltay  
Charge: “helping an armed terrorist organization while not being a member” 

Possible sentence: 7.5 to 15 years in prison 
 

Foundation Board Chair & Columnist Orhan Erinç  
Charges: “helping an armed terrorist organization while not being a member”, 

“employment-related abuse of trust” 
Possible sentence: 11.5 to 43 years in prison 

 

Former Editor-in-Chief Can Dündar 
Charge: “helping an armed terrorist organization while not being a member” 
Possible sentence: 7.5 to 15 years in prison 

 

Accountant Emre İper 
Charge: “membership in a terrorist organization” 

Possible sentence: 7.5 to 15 years in prison 


